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This year, we're changing the club racing format to increase participation and make things a little more interesting. We've 
decided to dedicate the event to long-time member Gene Sidwell, who passed away recently. Gene was a P-38 pilot 
during WWII and an R/C racing pilot who participated in many of the club races over the years, so dedicating this new 
event in his honor seems like a fitting tribute.�
�
If you've looked at the 2008 schedule, you'll see that we have not scheduled any of the Trainer/AT-6/Aircrusier/Slo-
Quickee Races for 2008 (I think we have at least 3 of them in 2007). Instead we decided to pursue a new Warbird Race 
format that has proven popular in other parts of the country. Depending on the turnout and interest in the event, we my 
decide to hold 2 or more next year. The good news is that almost anyone with a warbird can fly in it and your plane is put 
into a given class depending on your lap times, not your hardware.�
�
I have agreed to CD the event, but I'll need your support to run it. I'd like to have a volunteer for assistant CD and we will 
need to plan in advance for workers, timers, inspectors, etc. �
�
We'll be using the RCPRO Warbird Racing Rules and I have included a revised copy below (see Page 9). The full version 
will also be available on our web site or from http://www.rcpro.org/.  
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Called to order at 7:30 
 
New members 
Steve Gershick 
Don Bayer 
 
Sam Gengo  
Announced raffle tickets for early renewals will be available at the 
break. 
 
Jason Pakfar 
Proposed accepting the last meetings minutes.  The motion seconded 
and passed. 
There was positive feedback from the community about our 
participation at the AMA Convention.  A main goal was to be more 
visible and to gain vendor sponsorship.  Many vendors expressed 
interest in potentially sponsoring events.   Jason thanked the efforts of 
those that worked on the Convention. 
The Board has worked hard to schedule events for 2008 to avoid 
overlap and back to back weekends.  There are two potential conflicts, 
a fun fly and the warbird race which may need to be changed. 
Review of the proposed changes to the bylaws   
Name change to add Inc. 
Addition of new Board positions, Giant Scale Director, Media Director, 
Electric Director, and Web Master.   
There are currently 6 separate Valley flyers websites including LA Jets, 
Scale Masters and LA 3d Helis. 
Change of Board meeting dates to be determined at the beginning of 
the year. This year, the first Thursday was selected. 
2008 Field Schedule 
There has been low participation in some of the previous events.  As a 
result, the Quickie and Trainer races have been changed to fun flies.  
Fun flies will be free to members and $10 for non-members. Non 
members can join at the event and the $10 will be waived. 
Improving club capabilities 
This past year, the club has been moving to become more self 
sufficient in its operation.  The club has acquired several pieces of 
equipment to that end, including a 24" vinyl cutter for making signage 
and a 2700 LUM Epson LCD projector.  
Promotion and development of events  
Arizona electric event is this weekend. There is no event like this on 
the West Coast.  We would like to host that type event.  The electric 
event will be a 3-day event and want to try and build large annual 
events. 
Questions 
There was a question about the name.  It is San Fernando Valley RC 
Flyers Inc. 

There was a question about a majority.  Greater than 50% to pass a 
change 
A quorum is 50% of the members present.  This is how the bylaws 
were; there was no change to the wording. 
 
Ricc is back and will be providing refreshments starting at the next 
meeting.  Ricc thanked the well wishers.  At the National meeting, 
there were only 50 people.  He suggests that members participate in 
the national meeting.  He commended those that set up the boot at the 
convention. 
 
Other events will be the warbird race.  We will be working out the 
details for the race and obtain the appropriate waivers and sanctions. 
Sam Gengo 
RC E-news is emailed to members.  Copies were available at the 
meeting 
Events for the Fun Fly will include limbo line, spot landing and a 
tabletop touch and go.  Cliff may make a loop to fly through. The Fun 
Fly is scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 17. 
Schedules were available at the meeting.  The schedule is subject to 
change and is available online at the Valley Flyers website. 
A motion was made to accept the bylaw changes.  The motion was 
seconded and passed with a quorum present. 
 
Glen Roe was awarded Member of the Month for his significant 
contribution to the club with the installation of the real-time weather 
station at the field.  Glen gave a description of the operation of the 
weather station.  It displays internal temp, weather temp, battery levels, 
wind directions, and speed and is updated every 3 seconds.  
Magnetic heading of the runway is 133.1 
 
There was a concern about the effects of a flood of the shed.  
The battery bank is a potential concern but other items are fairly high 
and should be safe.  There have been changes to the dam locks and 
grading since the last major flood.  Further rains have not produced 
floods. 
 
Bob Joyce 
Next Month Tom Bennett will be talking about 2.4 Ghz  
March presentation will be on the UCASS autonomous flying wing. 
 
Show and tell 
Daryl showed his Cessna 310. It weighs 19.5lbs without retracts and 
flew 2 weeks ago.  Two Os55AX motors power it.   
Ricc  
House of balsa J3 Cub "recovery build' and was given a motor and 25 
amp ECS.  These turned out to be too big for the plane.  A new motor 
and 10 amp ECS was purchased and micro servos. Now He's just 
waiting for covering.  The whole plane weighs about 10 oz. 
 
Bob Smith 
Bob brought a Great Planes Revolver.  It's a 40-size plane with great 
engineering.  It can be built as nitro or electric.  Components for 
electric would cost about $500.  Bob will go nitro with a 46 or 55. 
 
Jason mentioned the EMS/Jomar twin engine sync product that can be 
used to automatically synchronized two engines within about 20 rpms. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 
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Members in attendance 
Jason Pakfar,Gregg Fullington,Dave Sweany,Chuck Thompson 
Sam Gengo,Bob Joyce,George Finch,Tony di Leo,Mitch Kahn 
Scott Ramos,Cliff Sonnentag,Gary Stevens 
Absent 
Billy Edwards,Marvin Zauss,Steven Fine,Fred Abajo,Patrick Ashour 
Ricc Bieber 
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Meeting called to order at 7:30 
 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to send flowers for the 
funeral Gene Sidwell. 
 
Jason Pakfar upgraded the vinyl cutter from 24 to 48" 
There are multiple types of metal sign blanks.  Street Sign size and 18 
x 24.  Jason ordered a 10 pack for $30 including shipping. He also 
ordered some vinyl and transfer paper. 
Cliff has experience with vinyl cutters and will help us come up to 
speed in its use. 
 
Mitch Kahn proposed having more than one schedule posted at the 
field.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
Jason doesn't want to have the field too cluttered with signs. 
There are a couple of events that are back to back. 
One of the schedule conflicts are the Aug. 8, 9, 10 Scale Masters 
Qualifier and the Aug 15, 16, 17 FAI-F3D Team Trials.  We will move 
the FAI event from Aug.  15, 16, 17 to Aug 22, 23 and 24 
A second conflict will be May 17, 18 LA Jets and May 25 Fun Fly.  The 
fun fly will be eliminated. 
 
Bob was asking as to why the electric event needed to be three days.  
We want to develop a large event that draws a national crowd and 
vendor participation. 
 
Chuck pointed out that is the RCX expo is the same weekend and the 
following weekend is a major electric event the 25, 26, 27 in Phoenix. 
The electric event for Aug. 31 needs to be moved to Oct. 24. 
This will leave one back to back pair of weekends in July, Warbird 1-
day race and LA Jets 2-day event. 
AMA now has a definition of Park Flyer:  Two pounds or less and 
incapable of reaching speeds greater than 60 mph.  Any change for 
the field would need to go through Recs. and Parks.  Bob Joyce will 
work with Recs. & Parks to adopt the AMA definition for our field. 
 
Mitch Kahn 
 Mitch suggested perhaps netting between the pits and electric area.  
This may be too obstructive. 
Gregg Fullington  
Gregg estimates we will have $6000 less revenue than last year due to 
the writers’ strike.  We will be loosing the SAE income but potentially 
gain in the FAI event. 
 
Dave Sweany reported on the near completion of the shade extension 
in the park flier area 
 
Chuck Thompson 
Chuck will be contacting Patrick about posting the information about 
the Warbird race and rules.   
Chuck is looking into acquiring a screen and suggests picking up one 
online.  Jason is looking into a potential donation.  Tony di Leo will 
donate a 10' electric screen.  Chuck was approached by the AMA 
Frank Fanelli about the TAGS program.  It can be incorporated into a 
fun fly. 
 
Sam Gengo  
10 days from now is the first fun fly.  We need 5 people to help out.  
Sam will contact Ricc about food.  We need a flier and posted.  Sam 
would like to see a spot landing contest a limbo contest and a loop to 
fly through and a guess your altitude contest. Sam would like a budget 
for awards.  Jason suggests contacting local hobby shop for donations.  
Sam is concerned that monetary rewards may make it too competitive.  
We should keep the prize values low to keep it laid back. 
Jason hopes the fun fly will help to encourage renewal of members. 
Sam will put out an announcement of the Nite Fly. 
 
Tony di Leo will contact wireless companies about possible donation of 
wireless connectivity at the field. 
Tony will get an inventory of trainers.  Glenn Roe expressed interest in 
becoming a trainer. 
 
Barry Leavengood may have another plane to donate. 
Spektrum may be willing to donate radios and receivers for trainers. 

Bob Joyce reported that Todd Bennett is scheduled to do a 
presentation about the Futaba 2.4 systems.  The report on the 
Grumman UAV will move to April 
Bob had an experience of almost being hit by an electric. Bob wants to 
see if we can get more active about addressing these issues with 
violators.   
Bob reported that Marvin wants and needs fliers for the upcoming GSS 
event.  Bob will have Marvin contact Cliff. 
George Finch provided applications for permits to Dave to take to P&R. 
 
Mitch Kahn  
Mitch wants to post some signs for the south grass area and proposed 
9 signs and then to invite Park Rangers to write tickets. 
Mitch addressed safety issues with some Heli pilots in the aftermath of 
a recent accident.   
Mitch inquired about picnic tables for the Heli area.  Jason reported 
that the Park & Recs. said that they are currently on back-order. 
Mark Ryder is looking forward participating with the Heli event. 
Mitch is requesting a flier for the Heli event with the corrected dates. 
 
Scott Ramos 
Inquired about the cost of having a booth at RCX.  The cost of a 10x10 
is $1600.  It was decided that this is beyond what we are willing to 
spend. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 
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A photographer for a national magazine was assigned to take pictures 
of a great forest fire. He was advised that a small airplane would be 
waiting to fly him over the fire. 
  
The photographer arrived at the airstrip just an hour before sundown. 
Sure enough a small Cessna airplane was waiting. 
  
He jumped in with his equipment and shouted, “Let’s go!” 
  
The tense man sitting in the pilot’s seat swung the airplane into the 
wind and soon they were in the air, though flying erratically. 
  
“Fly over the north side of the fire,” said the photographer, “and make 
several low-level passes.” 
  
“Why?” asked the nervous pilot. 
  
“Because I’m going to take pictures,” yelled the photographer. 
  
After a long pause, the pilot replied, “You mean, you’re not my 
instructor?”  
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FEBRUARY DRAWING PRIZES/MARCH SNEAK 
PEEK 
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The February meeting will feature the Hanger 9 .40 sized TANGO.  
The specs are as follows; 
 
* Wing Span: 48.5 in. (123.19 cm) 
* Wing Area: 747 sq. in. (48.19 sq dm) 
* Flying Weight: 5.5 - 6.0 lb (2.5 - 2.7 kg) 
* Engine Size: .40 - .52 2-stroke; .56 - .82 4-stro ke 
* Motor Size: Power 46 BL Outrunner 
* Servos: 5 servos required with a min. torque of 45 oz on aileron & 
elevator 
As you can see this can be powered by nitro or elec tric.   If you 
would like a certain item entered into the drawing, let me know what it 
is.  Either at the meeting or email flynbs@socal.rr.com. 
The remainder of items left over from the year-end give away will make 
up the give away (until they are gone).  If I emailed you back in 
December and you haven’t picked up your year-end gift, please see 
me at the February meeting. 

 

0�� 
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I hope to have the electric TAYLORCRAFT by E-flite for the March 
meeting.  This looks like an excellent candidate for the April 18-20 
electric event scheduled by the Valley Flyers.  The specs are as 
follows; 
 
    * Wing Span:46 in (1170mm) 
    * Wing Area:370 sq in (23.8 sq dm) 
    * Flying Weight:29–31 oz (820–880 g) 
    * Motor Size:Park 450 BL Outrunner, 980 Kv 
    * Servos:(4) S75 Sub-Micro servos 
    * Prop Size:E-flite 10x8E electric prop 
    * Speed Control :20–40 Amp brushless 
    * Recommended Battery:3S 11.1V 2100mAh Li-Po 
    * Scale:Park Flyer 
    * Approx. Assembly Time:4–6 hours 
 
Beautiful looking bird! 

�
This Could be YOURS !  March Club Giveaway. 
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