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Valley Flyers Board Meeting Minutes 
July 3, 2008 
Recorded by Scott Ramos, Secretary 
 
Club President, Jason Pakfar, called Meeting to order at 7:30PM 
 
Members in attendance :  Jason Pakfar, Dave Sweany, Sam Gengo, 
Eugene Haban, Gary Stevens, Mitch Kahn, Tony di Lio, Chuck 
Thompson, Ricc Bieber, Binyamin Elkouby, Don Farra, Adam Gelbart, 
Gregg Fullington, George Finch, Cliff Sonnentag, Scott Ramos, Bob 
Joyce, Gary Stevens, Billy Edwards.  Members absent :  Patrick 
Ashour 
 
Jason Pakfar 

Jason welcomed Don Farra and Adam Gelbart to the Board.  They 
have filled two vacant positions.  Don Farra will be the new Newsletter 
Editor, and Adam Gelbart will be the new Giant Scale Director. 
 
Jason thanks all who came out to work the Electric event with a special 
thanks to Cliff, Benny, and Gene for their hard work.  There were 149 
participants and 12 vendors.  The event net income was $5500. 
 
Jason motioned that the Electric event be repeated for next year.  The 
motion was seconded and passed.  If CDs want banners, Jason will 
need at least one week lead-time. 
 
Jason informed the CDs that Rick Pike at Hobby people would forward 
event flyers brought to him to 17 local stores.  They have a lot of foot 
traffic and can help to boost attendance.  Jason suggests that 
fliers/posters be sent 5 weeks in advance.  Mitch suggests that card 
sized fliers could be sent to online retailers to be included in their 
shipments.  
 
This month we have 3 events.  There will be the Giant Scale Fun Fly, 
the Gene Sidwell Memorial Warbird Races, and the 2008 Summer LA 
Jets. 
 
Adam will be the CD for the Giant Scale event and next month’s Scale 
Masters Qualifier. 
 
For the Warbird Races, there is an unlimited class, which also allows 
for electric.  There is a question about the cell count.  Chuck is working 
on the rules.  Ricc asked if there are AMA guidelines.  There are no 
AMA guidelines.  There was a question about insurance. We can apply 
for an AMA waiver.  There are examples of other clubs doing this.  The 
CD will pursue the waiver.  Richard from YS will be coming out.  Ben 
will work with Chuck on the rules. 
 
There are a number of jet events now in California including Cal Jets, 
Best of the West, Davis, and Fresno events.  Many are 3-day events.  
To attract more people Jason recommends we go to at least one 3-day 
event with an entry fee of $50.  There are a number of out of area 
participants who have already registered, including 6 from Arizona and 
6 from San Francisco area.  Joe Castaleo, who is well known in the jet 
community, will be the CD.  There will be videos that will be shown in 
the evenings for about 2 hrs.  There are two sponsors.  One may 
sponsor a pilot’s dinner.  There will be a night fly too.  There are 
workers already for the event. 
 
We spent about $2000 on new training equipment.  The DX6i radios 
have not performed as well as we hoped and will be sent back and 
replaced with DX7s. 
 
Tony  asked for extra receiver batteries.  Common Sense is donating 
batteries for our trainers.  Tony is also asking for more instructors.  We 
have two more 4-stroke engines. 
 
Sam 
Sam wants to remind everyone on the Board to review the minutes in 
order to catch errors.  Sam is volunteering to edit the minutes, but the 
minutes need to be reviewed by all, and send any changes to the 
entire board.  Once done, Don will have the board-approved minutes 
for  publication in the newsletter.  Sam found a screen for videos that 
inflates.  We already have a screen that will be available. 
 
Dave 
Cement was poured for one of the 20 x 8 pads in the electric area, and 
one of the footings for the new container.  We purchased tools for 
when cement is available.  The cost for us is about $80 per yard for up 
to 3 yards.  Ricc is offering to lend any tools needed.  Tables:  We 
need to apply a primer coat, two color coats, and a topcoat. Then the 
old tops need to be changed out.  Sam will look into small plates that 
say Compliments of the Valley Flyers.  The plan is to put Vinyl Valley 
Flyers Logos under the top finish.  Mitch suggests crowning the tops.  
Each color coat will take a day to cure.  Ricc suggest that we start on 
Saturday.  Jason reminded Dave that the lock needs to be changed for 
the office. 
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We have a lot of new tools, drill, dremel set, etc.  Everyone was 
reminded that the tools are available for club use, but to be sure that 
they are properly returned to the shed. 
 
Gene 
Van Nuys tower has been bringing up the problem of planes flying 
above 400 ft.  Jason attended the tower safety meeting.  The issue is 
mainly with helicopters.  One of the tower operators is a club member.  
The airport is aware of our activities and our safety efforts.  The 
number of incidences has been reduced.  Jason is suggesting that 
CDs meet with the tower prior to their events and provide a contact 
name and number.  This will allow the tower to contact the CD rather 
than having the police respond to complaints.  Cliff suggests that a 
single “Club Phone Number” can be obtained via an internet phone 
and provided to the tower and then the calls can be forwarded to the 
CD of that particular event.  This will help to more timely address any 
issues.  Jason will pursue the suggestion. 
 
Gary 
299 is current membership. 
 
Chuck 
Jason put up the website Warbirdrace.com.  Chuck is asking for a 
modification to the header for a cleaner look.  He is working on finding 
a better PA system.  The system is a mixer amp with speaker and will 
power up to 4 speakers.  It will include a couple of wireless mics. The 
cost will be about a two thousand.  Jason made two motions.  Do we 
want a new system?  The motion was seconded and passed.  Is $2000 
budget ok?  The motion was seconded and passed.  Chuck ordered 
badges for the new board members.  He needs help with the race.  
Jason will help out.  Dave Hendrix will layout the pylon course.   
 
Mitch 
Mitch will be putting together a manual of operations for the club, 
including info for all events, their history and advertisers.  Cliff and 
Scott will help Mitch in this endeavor.  This will include guidelines for 
events, maps and inventories of the sheds.  We can itemize the 
methods of doing raffles. 
 
Mitch recommends that we should have an event agenda for each 
event.  We need banners for the Heli area for events to show if the Heli 
area can or cannot be used during the event.  Security for events; the 
sheds are being left open.  They need to be closed when not attended.  
Flags for the Heli area to separate the Heli area from the grass area 
were put up for the electric event.  Mitch suggests that they be used on 
a more permanent basis  Jason is offering that we cover the cost of 
upgrading the trailer in the Heli for better use. 
 
Ricc 
Ricc will be going out to inspect and measure the runway for repairs.  
Benny will look into the availability and cost of decomposed granite.  
Holiday party:  The budget will be about the same.  The most likely 
venue will be at the Airtel Hotel in Van Nuys.  Scale Masters:  Don 
Goeschl has quit working on the Scale Masters Qualifier.  The Scale 
Masters Final is on the East Coast, which leads to low attendance on 
the West Coast for qualifiers.  Jason suggests that the event be scaled 
back to two days.  Jason has asked Bill Hart to provide the judges and 
we will provide the facilities.  The committee will review the event. 
 
Benny 
Recommends that an on/off switch and timer for the inverter used for 
club chargers inside the shed be added.  Common Sense will be 
donating dc chargers which will help resolve the problem by not 
requiring the use of an inverter.  The homeless people are using the 
electric area at night.  Jason suggests that we set up a photocell to 
turn off the external outlets.  Benny is reminding that the shed be 
closed when you’re not in it.  Benny is requesting the signs be 
completed. 
 
Don 
Don asked about what will happen with the break-in stands when we 
get a new container.  The issue will be addressed at a later time.  
Jason suggested that Don contact members for photos.  The club 
phaser printer will be provided to Don for publishing the Newsletter.  

We need to have Hobby People forward their ads to Don.  When 
articles are submitted, Jason is requesting that an acknowledgement 
be sent.  We need to set up guidelines for article submission.  The 
newsletter should be sent out the Friday before the general meeting.  
The issue is that there is a lack of content.  We need better coverage 
of events.  Article deadline should be two Sundays before the general 
meeting.  Jason has not been able to get in touch with Fred Abajo.  
Please re-submit your June articles to Don 
 
Adam  
Adam suggests that we give Marv an award for his history of 
membership and participation.  Saturday will be the Giant Scale Fly-In.  
The pilot meeting will be at 8:30.  Adam attended the crosswinds scale 
event.  The event was relaxed and CD was Corey Dail.  Jason 
suggests that Adam contact Corey for participating in our GS events.  
Jason suggests that the Giant Scale events should become a Scale 
event.  Jason also suggest we look at the operations of The Gathering 
of the Giants for event direction and benchmarking. 
 
Gregg 
This month saw $7000 in, and $8700 out.  There is currently $14800 in 
the bank, another  $850 in receivables,  $1000 coming in from the 
Races and  $2000 coming from papal.  This totals to $18,650.  Please 
get receipts in timely and make sure to properly add up the receipts. 
 
George 
Bill Mallow has owed $100 to the club for a number of years.  George 
suggests we either bill him or forgive the debt.  Jason moved that the 
debt be forgiven.  The motion was seconded and passed.  George 
made contact with a concession stand manufacturer.  George will 
contact him about various accessories and supplies for our new 
popcorn maker.  
 
Scott 
No news to report 
 
Bob 
Ron Trestsven passed away.  His son asked for a missing man 
formation.  Adam will arrange for it in the GS event.  The program for 
the next General Meeting will be videos by Cliff.  Common Sense is 
donating a number of products and is interested in demonstrating 
products.  The demo will be scheduled for September. 
 
Cliff 
Will be running movies at night for the LA Jets.  
 
Meeting was Adjourned at 9:30PM 
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By, Gene Haban 
Safety Officer    
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By, Binyamin Elkouby 
Electric Flight Director 
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By, Clifford Sonnentag 
Media Director 
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By, Patrick Ashour 
Webmaster 
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