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August saw the heat go up. As a result, we canceled the August 23rd LA Jets Event.
Unfortunately, we did have a problem with vandalism and theft with the waring for the
Helicopter Pits charging station being stolen.  Bert Magtanua will look into possible
solutions to provide more secure charging for the Helicopter Pits. | have finished building
the new charging station for under the lean-to on the outsicke of the container. Bertisabout
reacly to move forwardon the building of the shade structure in the helicopter pits. Tosave
somecosts, hewill use some of the oldsolar panelsas roofingmaterial.

Septemicer and Octoteer. More progress has keen madke on the solar project. Anewmain
electrical panel has leeninstalled. It took some time to find power suplies that will work
forthe chargingstations. The original oneswere only capable ofamaxof 12 volts. Wefound
this to be insufficient because when they startedto loe used, the voltage would drop. Many
chargerswillnatwork uncer 12 voltsandwouldfail tocharge. We thenwent toanother set,
lout they did not put out a clean enough voltage. We finally found power supplies that are
adiustalle from 13 to 16 volts. We set them for 14.4 volts and they work great. Currently,
we have one power supply for the container charging station andone power supply for the
park fiyer charging station. They are running the old charging boxes. We will double the
power supplies as we replace the charging boxes with new ones. We are also providing
minimal power for the training center. The next phase of the solar project will ke doubling
the system to provicke full power for the training center and workshop as well as more
generationforthesystemasawhole.

Atthe endof Septembaer, the tv program High Potential, shotanepisoce at the airfield. They
were there for 5 days, andflying was suspencdedfor two. Asaresult, they mace adonation
of $16,000. Thiswill be quite helpful for the rest of the year andnext year, as the SAE event
will not ke here i 2026. This mean that we will not have the usual donation of around
$6,000from the SAEevent. Also, there isan HBO production that may ke filming just before
Thanksgiving. Ifso, weanticipate another donation.
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A Letter from your Editor

embers and all who are reading:

| apologize for the missing months of the newsletter,
especially when | finally got you all use to me finally
publishing one every month. Well fortunately, it was out
of my control on the newsletter being published, and
that i1s why you did not get one for the months of
September & October. | had rushed and worked my ass
off to have the newsletter ready for publication on the 1*
of September, and | had it ready by the 1%, then it was
out of my control. SORRY!H!!I
Any way, good news | am putting In the “Site
Improvement Grant” we can receive anywhere from
$100 - $3,000, through the AMA, we will know how much
we are receiving from them by around May 1, 2026.

| want to Thank You all for your participation on the
newsletter, | hope that it continues, have a great month.

Sie’}/a next month: Lori
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M am A Message

Newsletter Feature: Taking Off—How to Choose Your

First Remote Control Airplane
By Celeste Young-Ramos, Membership Director and Federico Arzilli, Training Director

There’s nothing quite like the thrill of watching your first
remote control airplane take flight—soaring, dipping, and
gliding through the sky under your control. But before you hit
the throttle, choosing the right aircraft is the most important
decision you'll make as a beginner pilot. The wrong plane
can lead to frustration and crashes; the right one builds your
confidence, skills, and love for the hobby. If you're just
getting started, here's everything you need to know to pick
your first RC airplane—smartly and successfully.
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SAFETY FIRST FROM THE SAFETY OFFICER

1. The fiying altitude limit is 250 feet with South wind and 100 feet
with North wind.

2. Landing has priority over take-off.

3. Pllots must call out thelr intensions (takeoff, landling, etc.).

4, Tgkeoff and landing to be Inthe same direction according to the
wind.

5. No taking off or landiing from PIT area, taxiways or grass.

6. Ialying IS prohibited over the golf course, access roads or public
roads.

7. Set up fallure safe in all airplanes regardless of size and type
(Use transmitter manual).

8. Start and shut down of turbine engine only In designated
location.

9. Noflying during facility mowing.

10. Hight ime limited to 15 minutes.

11. Non-FRIA site. Broadcasting remote identification system
required.

12. Ifyou join the valley flyers, you are not required to have remote
identification when flying at Apollo 11.

13, Safetyfirst

Moshe Arbiv
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What MakesaGoodBeginner RCAirplane?

When choosing your first model, think easy to fly,
forgiving, and durable. You're learning, so you need
a plane that can handle mistakes and help you
Improve—not one that punishes every wrong move.
Look for these beginner-friendly features:

e High-Wing Configuration: The wing is mounted
on top of the fuselage, creating natural stability
and lift. This design acts like a built-in autopilot,
helping keep the airplane level.

e Dihedral Angle: Wings that angle upward
toward the tips Increase self-correcting
stability.

e Electric Power (not gas or nitro): Electric planes
are easier to maintain and quieter, and most
are ready-to-fly (RTF).

e 3or 4 Channels: Start with 3 channels (throttle,
rudder, elevator) for simplicity, or 4 if you're
ready to add ailerons for more control.

e Foam Construction (EPO or EPP). Foam planes
are lightweight, tough, and easy to repair with
glue or tape.

e RTF Models:These Ready-to-Fly models require
very little assembly. Just attach the wings.
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Federico’s Choices

Let's take a look at a few trusted models that our Training
Director, Federico Arzilli recommends for beginners:

1.H
®

obbyZone Sport CubS2616mmRTF

Price: ~$180

Wingspan; 24.3In

Includes: Plane, transmitter, battery, charger |
Pros. SAFE technology, beginner/advanced flight
modes, compact size

Assembly:None o
Why It's Great: It fits In a backpack, has multlﬁle flight
modes, and allows a smooth learning curve. The panic
recovery button instantly levels the aircraft—qreat for
beginners!

2. FMS 1220mm Ranger EP V2 with Reflex V#RTF
®

Price: ~$225

Wingspan; 43 In |

Includes: Plane, transmitter, battery, battery charger
Pros. Smart telemetry system, GPS optional, SAFE
technology, great for club fields |
Assembly. Minimal—attach wings and tall

Why It's Great: Spring nose landing gear feature helps
to protect propeller during nose crashes. Great Iift at
low speeds.
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3. Hobby Zone AeroScoutS 2 1100 mm RFT

® Price:~$199

e \Wingspan:43in

* |ncludes; Plane, transmitter. * Does not include battery and
charger

e Pros: Afforcable, stable flyer, durable foam

® Assembly: Minimal

o \\hy ts Great: The propeller is inthe back so ifyou nase crash
It does not damage the propeller. Anti-crash training system.

WhatElse Will YouNeed?
If you're buying an RTF (Readly-to-Hy) model, most of what you need is in
the box. Still, a few extras will make your fiying experience smoother:

e [ExtraBatteries: One battery =~8-10 minutes of flight. Buy 2—3
spares ($15-$40each).

e Battery Charger: Check ifyour kit Incluces a charger. Upgrading
to a smart charger (~$50) is helpful later, The Valley Fiyers provide
charging stations at the Apollo Xl Field

e Spare Props and Tape: Crashes happen—having spare
propellers and repairtape onhand issmart

e FieldBag: Asimple gear bag with pockets for tools, batteries, and
tape,

e | andingPadorRunway Mat: Helps take off fromgrass or dirt
areas more smoothly.
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4. Decision Timeline
Threshold for Cancellation or Delay
Forecasted sustained rainfall during the event window, Sustained winds > 25 mph or gusts > 30
mph,

Lightning within 10 miles of the field (wait 30 mins after last strike), 105°F or above, when Heat
Warning is issued AQI above 150 (Unhealthy) Floods, Fires, and other unsafe conditions FAA
notification of closed airspace , Closure notices from the Dept of Recs. & Parks
hours before the event if there is weather uncertainty.
later than 6 hours before the event start time, unless sudden a same-day cancellation.

- Initial advisory: Sent 48
- Final decision: Made no
weather changes require
- For on-site changes (e.g., lightning or wind surges), the event may be paused or terminated at
any time.

5. Communication Plan
All cancellations or schedule changes will be communicated through: - Club email list
- Official website: [Insert URL] - Social media (Facebook, Instagram)

A notice will include the reason for cancellation, time of update, and any reschedule plans. For
large events, a phone hotline may be activated or monitored.

6. Rescheduling & Refunds
- Ifan event is cancelled, organizers will attempt to reschedule when possible.

- Prepaid entry fees may be refunded or rolled over to the rescheduled event at the discretion of
the Event Committee.

- Vendors or sponsors will be contacted individually to coordinate alternative arrangements.
7. 0n-Site Contingency Plans
If weather deteriorates during an event:

- Atemporary suspension may be enacted (e.g., for nearby lightning).

- Participants will be directed to safe shelter locations, such as under shade structures or in
vehicles.

- In case of full cancellation, a safe and orderly shutdown procedure will be followed.

8. Authority
The Contest Director/Event Manager, with consultation from club officers and/or safety officers,

] holds the authority to cancel or suspend an event. Their decisions are final.
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November 1Is the annual membership
meeting and elections. This year, there are
a number of positions open. They include
Secretary, Public Relations, Hospitality, Field
Manager and Drone Director. The positions
are filled by a nomination and vote. Jason
Pakfar has agreed to manage the elections
again. Send your nominations to
elections@valleyflyers.com Please include
your name and membership number. Here
Is a list of position descriptions:
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SECRETARY.

The secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the memibers and of
the Board In the books provided for that purpose, and be custodian of
corporate reqords, Keep a register of the post office addresses of each
member, which shall be fumished to the Secretary by the Membership
Chairperson. The secretary Is also responsible for keeping the bylaws in
order and up to date. And In general, perform all the duties as ‘may be
assigned to him by the president or by the Board. When possible, make
repOrts for the newsletter.

HOSPITALITY CHAIRPERSON.

Provides. (A) refreshments and snacks for the general club meetings; (2?
Coordinates concession stands at club field events. Monies for purchases shall
be requested from the Treasurer. Profits from events shall be remitted to the
Treasurer. When possible, make reports for the newsletter

DRONE DIRECTOR. o |

Shall be responsible for communication between the drone pilots and the club.
Coordinate activities with the Event Director. Shall be responsible for reporting to
the Board necessary improvements and working with the field manager to
maintain their respected designated fiight areas. \When possible, make reports for
the newsletter.

FELDMANAGER. |

Monitorsthe physical conaition of the field and reports to the Board of Directors and the
memboers. Helps to enforce safety regulations. Maintains an open dialog with the City of
Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks. Receies estimates for any fied
Improvement project Responsinle for the construction and maintenance actvities at the:
field. \WWhen possible, make reporis for the newsketter.

Public Relations Director shall keep correct and complete books anc
records of all club ordered supplies, shirts, decals, trolphles efc. and maintain
the club video I|brarcyr. The Public Relations Director will also obtain quotes anc
request budget funds for items (shirts, decals, trophies, etc.) as will e needec
by the club Trom time to time, Contact Newspapers and other media for
advertising of events. Update AMA magazines and Model Magazines with

Articles for past events supRIied by the Contest Director of the Events. When
possible, make reports for the newsletter.

Scott Ramos
President.
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This leads me to discuss a couple

of projects. First,

the second phase of the solar project. We will
install two more lithium iron phosphate batteries,
another Skw Inverter and 5 or 7 more solar panels.
This will provide us power for our current needs.
Another prOJect | would like to undertake Is paving

from the main pits to the charg

east container. That area can tur
pit during winter, and sorely neec

ng station on the
N Into a bad mud

S a solution. | am

proposing a base of crushed aggregate base with
12x12 cement pavers. In the research | have done

on various options, this looks
expensive option while still being

to be the least
long lasting. The

cost for paving this way would be around $4,000.
These two projects will run a total of about

$10,000.

L
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Board Meeting —September 10, 2025

Meeting notes
Attendance

e Present: Scott Ramos, Celeste Young-Ramos, Lori Power, Tony Aguila, Clifford

Sonnentag, Moshe Arbiv, Tena Aguila

* Absent: Several board members not in attendance
Key Discussion Points
1. Newsletter & Welbsite
e |ssue: August newsletter was not published; responsibility delays caused
frustration.
o Action: Scott requested instructions from Clifford so multiple people

can post newsletters to the website.

* Goal: Improve participation by ensuring regular content (safety, electric, heli,
drone, turbine updates).
2. Electrical Project / Charging Station
« Update: Main panel installed; wiring partly complete. Grounding rod still pending
(Nir to complete next month).
» Goal: Finish installation before the BBQ on Sept 20.
e Next Steps: Ask Nir to install grounding; mount power supplies;
connect new charging stations; remove old units.

3. Swap Meet & Volunteer Day

o Swap Meet: Scheduled for Sat, Sept 13, with donations (planes, parts) to sell.
« Volunteer Day: Starting Sept 19 (8—11 AM), recurring monthly on the 3rd Friday.
Will include a sign-in sheet and donuts.
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Meeting Minutes (Con’t)
New Equipment: Portable pressure washer and 20-gallon water tank
purchased for easier field cleaning.
4. Field & Facility Maintenance:  Responsibility clarified
Club: Inside fence (weeds, upkeep)
Park Staff: Outside area (parking lot, trees, garbage).
Celeste to prepare a volunteer cleaning task list. She said she will tak
over the field manager position, until we can fill the position.
5.Copper Theft at Heli Area
Ongoing issue with copper wire theft at Heli charging station area
Proposed fix: Replace exposed 3- boxes with secure conduit bends o
build protective covers.
6. Events & End- of - Year Planning
Upcoming BBQ: September 20, 2025 (Jason coordinating)
Future Events: Begin planning the 2026 Calendar begin planning the
stays for multi-day events.
Christmas Party: To be decided.
7. BoardPositions & Elections:
Open/Overloaded roles:

Celeste currently covering the Membership, Field Manager & Secretary.
PR Director & Program Director positions uncertain (Mario to confirm).
Action: Board members to identify & recruit nominees for upcoming

elections.
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8. Membership Fees
e Decision:

e $40.00 membership starting immediately through

February 2026 (includes remainder of 2025-26).
e $45.00 membership fees starting March 2026
e Rational: Keep increases gradual ($5.00 increments) while

maintaining sustainability.
e Action: Publicize with signs, email blasts, and notices.
9. Safety & Compliance
e Emphasize on Remote ID Requirement : Must be AMA/
Valley Flyer member and compliant with FAA rules.
¢ Plan to create signage with law references at enterances
e Moshe to create regular safety article
10. Reports

e Treasury (Tony)
e Club Account : $2,857.60
e Foundation: $5,592.87
e Membership (Celeste): 34 new members in August

Total: 217 plus 4-5 in recent sign-up



http://valleyflyers.com/
http://valleyflyers.com/

Meeting Minutes (Con’{)
Action [tems

Clifford: Provide newsletter posting instructions;

finalize website.
Nir (with follow-up from Moshe & Scott): Install ground
rod for charging stations.
Celeste: Organize volunteer task list for September 19th
clean-up
Scott: Oversee electrical completion, trailer logo update, &
BBQ readiness.
Jason: Lead BBQ planning
Board: Recruit for open officers roles, discuss
Christmas party.
Communications: Launch campaign for new membership
fees & Remote ID compliance signage.
Moshe: Safety article for newsletter

Meeting adjournedat 37 minutes
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Burbanks House of Hobbies - 818 - 848 - 3674 info@houseofhobbies.com

911 S. Victory Blvd. Burbank, CA 91502 Monday - Saturday 11-6 Sun 12-4
Fire & Dice Games - 818 - 914 - 4538 info@fadgames.qg

Monday - Friday 11 - 10 Saturday & Sunday 11-8 9036 Tampa Northridge
Hobby Lobby - 805 - 526 - 1003 www.hobbylobby.com

2801 Cochran St. Simi Valley, CA Monday - Saturday 9-8 closed Sunday
King Fandom - 818 - 914 - 4512 www.kingfandom.com

21425 Sherman Way Conoga Park, CA 91303
Marty’s Hobbies - 805 - 497 - 3664 www.martyshobbies.com

270 Conejo Ridge Ave. Thousand Oaks, CA 91361 Mon-Sat 10-8 Sun 10-7
Moto Styles - 818 - 453 - 2538 www.motostyles.com

17555 Chatsworth St. Granada Hills, CA 91344
_ Pyl odrone 47 - 237 - 7332 www.pyrodrone.com Monday - Frlday 11-10
v *:: i'*' Ua & )}l ayl . h OPlu SWorth( 1
~ Rat ‘PrepHobbies- ." -0005_ www. 5|m|valleyraceprep com 3
=== 12825 mmmm| Vaﬂey@%@%%#uesi%osed’%n -
Smlth Brothers -b818 - 885 - 8638 www.smithbroshobbies@aol.com =
Tire 8941 Reseda Blvd. Northrldg_e, CA91325 Monday Sat 10-6 Sunday.lO 4 2

s,
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' DID YOU KNOW?77?
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https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/blog/category/membership/
https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/blog/changes-for-the-2026-membership-year/
https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/blog/changes-for-the-2026-membership-year/#respond
https://www.modelaircraft.org/executive-council/ec-motions-102525
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For Sale- Contact 847-962-4604

]_ Product

Picture

Brand New

E-fiite: T-28 Trofan 1.1m
BNF Basic with AS3X and
SAFE Select

Price $230

Brand New

E-fite Apprentice STS
1.5en RTP Basic Smart
Trainer with SAFE with
Spekirum DXS transmitter

Price- $369.99

For Sale- Contact 847-962-4604

Brand Mew
Spekirum Single Air
Transmitter Stand Up Case

Price-$30

Brand Méw
Spekirum NX8+ Channel
DSMX Transmitter Only

Price- $400

Brand New
E-Flite Charger

Price-$250
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