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PRESIDENT'S CORNER::ca00000ick Adams

Like I said last month, we are moving ahead s.cessoe 728, We are now one month
further along in this”year than we were last month at tnis time. ("Come on Xmas
Party"....Ghost voice from the past!) If that last statement doesn't seem to make
much sense, it's because that is about the way I'm feeling right about now.

I just finished reading the AMA Monthly Mailing No. 26. Reelly fellows it is
only supposed to be a hobby! Controversy-Dissent--Riots-~Destruction yetis I for
one am getting my fill of controversy etec.. I have to put wp with it in newspaper,
TV, Radio --- but do I have to have it served up in my hobby publications?

You know, before I jo.ned the AMA and Club activities, I just enjoyed building
and flying my airplanes. I guess you might say that I was very typical of the
Sport Flyer in this country. I enjoyed what I was doing very much and paid very
little or no attention to the National Organization. I bought the magazines thai
had a thkree-view or an airplane plan that appealed to me, I don't think the ad-
monishments of the Editor even got the once over lightly. But now there s geltin:
to be so much of this Editorialization in the Model putlications that Joere is v
little room for the three-views or the airplane plan that most of us By the il
for in the first place!

80s00000for what it is worth gentlemen......get back tr Model Airplanes.....
however they are controlled or uncontrolled.

Nuff sald! See you at the meeting.
# # # # #

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Valley Flyers will be held at the Encino Women's Club

on Tuesday the 8th of Aprii at 8 pm. This meeting will be directed towards Goodyear
Racing. The featured speiker, Art Villiams, flies full size Goodyear Racers. He is
the Designer-Builder of an all new Goodyear racex, which should be ready for the
Reno Air Races and will be pigoted by John Paul Jones., Films of the Cleveland air
races will also be shown. So be there with your Models.




CONTEST REPORT - BIR—DSDOO& o .oonHate R-S.l]‘lbo

This year's BIRD's Meet was another tribute to that Club‘s hard working members.
It was an excellent contest !

I think most of our VF members either participated or were on hand so only a
few things will be said. As everyone knows, this 15-16 March contest was held at
Sepulveda Basin due to the muffler reguirement at the BIAD's field., The weather
was magnificent for the all-pattern competition.

The highlight of the meet was the Class C Expert fly-off. Bill Salkowski had
a radioproblem %What??????o..Edo) late Sunday and damaged his QFIII. Hesult was
that Bill borrowed Dave Esponosa’s SunFli for the fly-off. I guess everyone wateic
as Bill did a reat job. None the less, Jim Oddino and Larry Leonard topped him.
Wouldn't you hate to be a judge during one of those close fly-offg?

Here is the listing of those who took home those bzautiful silver plaies:

CLASS A CLASS B
1. ROGER OWENS (VF) 1. Howard
2. Walkins 2. BElliot
3. Heberstreit 3., DAVE ESPINSA (VF)

L, BOB PALMER (VF)

CLASS C Novice CLASS C Expert

1, 1. Faber 1, JIM ODDINO (VF)
2. BOB SMITHL(VF) .2, LARRY LEONARD (VF)
3, Henley 3, BILL SALKOWSKI (VF)

L. VHIT STOCKWELL (VF)

The Testor's Best Finish Award went to Jim Oddino for his Miss Tomato Soup.

Incidentally, Bror Faber has finally been kicked out of the Novice Nest. Yeo,
this was his last win in that category. Welcome to the Expert's ranks, Bror!

i # # it it

STRAIGHT-FACED-WITH-A-SMIRK (Hambo's Ramblings)........Nate Rambo

1. Notes to Sepulveda RCers:

Bill Salkowski - Please remember to refill your tank before going to the
flight line.
Jim Oddino - EK's are good units; Jim, but just any old transmitter won't

fly your shipi




Jimmy Wittt - Hepeat after me, "I will always put my retract gear down before
landing".

Bob Palmer - If you remove the toothpick from your fuel line, Bob, you will
find things work better, like your engine.

2, FLASH! FLASH! ODDINC WINS AT LAS VEQAS

We know this headline is a little late. (Like 6 months latei) Poor Jim's
been completely overlooked by the mags which wrote pages and pages on last fall's
Las Vegas meelt and never mentioned that he won. S0....CONGRADULATIONS JI¥i ODDINO -
(sou lucked-in again you bungling idiots The judges must have been blind. These
statements are from an "also rant i)

3. What's Frank Capan doung lately 7 I think he's wither working like the dickens
cn that Culver Cadet or he's found a girl friend. Great Zot! Did you ever ride

in a Culver? No kidding, they are so small that with two aboard you have to breathe
by the numbers.

o Questions to ponder;

Why do you always get the easiest judges on your worst flight and visa-versa?

Why does your engine die in the next to last maneuver of the greates flight
you ever made?

Why does Loretta have to bring her beautiful model on the field when your old
tired crate is arounf for people to make comparisions?

5. Ever watch John Perry lately. Boy he's really busy adjusting carbs. John's
units are becoming very popular and now the familiar wail of "Clarence" has
changed to " Perry",

£, VI members are invited to ask Irv Weinberger how he slid from lst to S5th place
%q Class A at the BIRD's contest. DIid your nemesis Connie Hayss have anything to
do ‘Lbl that Irv? OConnie, you slipped from 2nd to 6th cceess did Irv do that to
? Let's have the truth men!

$ % ? ? ? 227

IiEY FROM THE SRRORSPICE INDUSTRIES # Fitsall mig. brackut

TRICHOTCMETRIC INDICATOR SUPPORT

0.833FT

10.16 M

-

TAEICAL HEXNUT (3.1h16 REQUIRED)
RECTABULAR EXCRUSION BRACKET
YATERTAL: Ag 4 Aun (MIL-6-2910)
7GR THREADS AMONG THE GALLED)




B - e Al
g T il Bud Aride

. re very sleased to arnounce that the freguency colors have been painted
n at the flyir 11e The new signs are at the painters being lettered, and we
hooe they wAl] be returned and up at the time you read this. We are planning to

sxtend the roped-off area farther out on both the left and right. sides of the pit

irea.  The A/C Safety Officer badges are ready, thanks to Earl and Ken, and will

be distributed as soon as the signs are up. If you are selected, please serve with

snthusiasm and vigor (not too much vigor though). The same rules that are written

n the sizn will be printed on small cards (the other side of Join the Valley Flyers
/C Club invitations). The cards will be given,to those who commit rule infractions,

5; the Safety Officers, Many clubs throughout the country are now stressing and

sracticing news and more stringent safety programs. We sincerely hope thaf we, the

Valley Flyers, will set an example on safety for the other clubs to follow. One

of the most often repeated rule violations by the more experienced flyers (who

should set a good example for the newcomer) is taking off from the pit area and

across the runway. Just think what could happen if something causes your plane

to make an uncontrolled sudden left. The fellows who are standing on the runway
lying (where you should be) wnn't have a chance to duck as they cannot see the

¥ e e

plLane coming from behind them or hear someone ahouting to warn them over the nos -

of the approaching moto-, So let's not look for trouble and take off parallel ft:

the runway, the same as everyone else does., To Larry Leonard, Jeff Bertken,

dud Almesberg, Colby Evetts, and Chuck (a UCLA student), we wish to convey a very
gspecial thanks for doing a terrific job of painting the frequency colors at the Basin.

# # # #

PREVIUAW OF COMING VALLEY FLYER MEETINGS

11 May 1969 --- Movies of Art Scholl's plane, the Chipmunk, taken during the
International Aerobatic competition in dussia.

10 June 1969 --- Movies of Snoopy's Dawg House, By Al Signorino of the
MezDonnell R/C Club.

# # # #

SHOOT OUT, Y'ALL

VALLEY FLYERS Vs BIADS - The gauntlet has been flung..-..uh.....The foe
“hallenged..oo.UheoosoEn Garde:....uh.00..anyhoo its the Flyers (that'‘s us) and
the BIRDs (that's them) im a Shoot ‘em up and out at the Basin for a teu (2) day
thing on 17 ~ 18 May with maneuvers TBA* so Joe Bridi and Bror Faber take note and
yring the Top Hand Trophy i

# # # #

'UR SALE
PCS S channel with 5 servos, on 6 meters -

$225.00
Contact: Bob Upton 886-0776




,SCALE CONTEST. . SCALE_GONTEST. o ¢ o« sSCALE _CONIEST.. 4 v+ o SCALE CONTEST, . ... SCALE CUNTES

= e =

Tnere will be a SCALE CONTEST, a two day affair, at the Bagin on May 3 & L. The
AMA Scale flying will be done on Saturday, May 3rd. All AMA Scale statie judging
AND the Valley Flyers' Type Scale judging and flying will be accomplisghed on

Sunday, May<th.

Events will start at %am and end when they are finished: Trophies to 3rd in both
the AMA and VF events. Entry fee $3.00 (Ithink!....Ed).

Call any or all of the following for info:

Woody Voodward P02-1760
Frank Capan ST6-5878
Don Butman DIO-2563
# # # # #
# to be announced.
i# . # # # #
EXERPTS

“"Comets' Tail", Ventura, Calif., Connie Hayes, Editor

T found it rather interesting, yea dnd verily, pathetic to note that at a recent
contest the president of a local club, fully licensed by both the AMA and the FCC,
who has never had to fly in a surreptitious air of uncertainty, was not allowed to
enter the contest due to a slight ovdrsized engine (.80, Ed.); yet others flew who
were not FCC licensed - not slightly, but not at all! Now then, a relaxation of the
rules during a contest is not new, nor is it undesirabley; but to allow our sport to
condone the breaking of Federal Law, as well as void the insurance coverage - and
that is the meat of a "sanction", is hardly "being a good sport", This whole thing
about being licensed is becoming a bit of a joke, and if we aren't careful, so will
the memory of R/C. I will readily agree that the gentleman that wasn't allowed to
fly shouldn't have flowny, neither should the unlicensed flyers. It is better to
relax the AMA rules, that the CD has at least some control overy; but he certainly
doesn't have any over the Federal Government. And it isn't fair to the licensed
flyers who have taken the time and money to become legal. And don't be at all
surprized to find some FCC types looking over your shoulder.™

"NMPRA News Release", National Miniature Pylon Racing Assn., kd Shipe, Editor

"Controversy - dissent - riots-destruction

I am concerned when a publiction that is supposed to be promoting activity in the
sport tries to tear down the organization that has the responsibility of trying to keep
things organized. The ‘Editor' believes that controversy sells magazines so he sits on
top of his private mountain and stirs the pot. This would be a little easier totake if
he would come down once in a while to see what the common people were doing but he won't
even go to the contests he sponsors. I was very surprised when he showed up briefly
at last January's MATS Show but I harldy feel one appearance makes him an expert.”

This Editor started Goodyear but dropped it and then enlisted aid to condem.it as being
dangerous. Interested people in NMPRA kept it going.
Now this editor is going after AMA and wants to start another organization. Will he
drop this as asoon ag it is no longer newsworthy?

Read this entire news release at the next meeting of the Valley Flyers.....bkd.

#
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TECHNICAL NOTES AND COMMENT
by Bob and Whit Stockwell, Contributing Editors

Since no one has yet taken us up on our offer last month to
print their best technical ideas and gimmicks, we're going to
devote this space to a recap of the Vista Pylon Races, and a lively
issue current in the model racing game.

At the recent Goodyear Races in Vista, down in the new Kraft
country, Cliff Weirick won in a fly-off with George Killean --
two very fast Minnows, but George had a little trouble staying tight
on a couple of turns, and that's all the edge C1iff needs. There
was some suspicion abroad that George wanted to keep his job, since
he never blew a turn in his other five heats. But we know Cliff isn't
that kind of a quy. We do, don't we? Don't we? Any way you look
at it, Cl1iff and George, along with the ever-formidable Granger
Milliams, are the guys to beat this year., Granger had a little
engine trouble this time, but that (unfortunately) won't last.
Jack Stafford, with his Midget Mustang, landed in a puddle of
water that offered a bit too much resistance to the forward motion
of the airplane., Though not that day, his bird will fly again,
Bob Upton damaged his Midget Mustang because he had to make a
forced landing while the race was still in progress., He was,
for safety reasons, keeping the plane well away from the other
flyers: wunfortunately there was also a pylon guy-wire keeping well
avay from the flyers in exactly the same place. Bob Smith and
partner Jeff accumulated seven points with a slow bird (the engine
turned on, but there's some sort of theory about drag..,), which
shows again that you don't have to have a bomb to enter Formula I and
have fun.

At the meeting of the F.A.S.T. club afterwards (now there's
an acronym for you! do you suppose the name, or the initials,
came first?), held at the beautiful Kraft plant =-- with their
own flying field and landing strip proportioned to the flea-fli,--
an issue of considerable interest to bhoth sport and contest flyers
came up for extended discussion. Since we were merely visitors at
the meeting, none of this report is official; but the issue itself
calls for action on the part of the Valley Flyers, so we have taken
it upon ourselves, with due respect to the officers of the F,A,S.T,
club, to present the issues as we understand them so they can be
discussed at our meeting.

Under the new AMA "Sport Pylon" (formerly "Open Pylon") rules,
there is not only a new regulation governing the ratio of‘eng1ne
displacement to wing area, but also a regulation that minimum
wing thickness must be 15% at any point on the span, Now, most
stunt planes have 15% or more at the root, but a good many of them
taper to less than 15% at the tip. And virtually all the planes
that guys have built specifically for open pylon taper to less‘than
15%, if they start even that thick at the root. The question is,




should there be a separate, moderately unlimited, class of pylon
racing that might be called "Unlimited Open", corresponding to the
unlimited class of real aircraft racing? This class of racing has
been effectively eliminated by the current rules, which is what a

lot of guys are unhappy about. They want a class of racing in which,
as in Formula I, the times get dwwon around 2:00 or better -=- and
that's not about to happen with 15% constant wing sections, and 500
inches with a .40; they also want biplanes to be allowed, which
would normally not have 15% wing sections., Alternatively, or
possibly in addition, should there be a sport pylon class, severly
restricted as under the present rules, where not even all the ordinary
stunt and sport airplanes can qualify to race for fun?

The general consensus of the discussion was that 15% constant is
too restrictive; and the San Gabriel Valley R/C Flyers, with the
support of the F,A.S.T. Club and a couple of clubs up north, and
with our support if we are willing to give it, are proposing
formally to the AMA that the rule be changed to read "10% at the
root", no restrietion on taper, all other rules as at present, It can't
be changed until next year, of course, but to get it changed even
then the proposal has to be in to AMA for consideration this spring
and voting this summer,

It was also the feeling of a number of fliers, though no vote
was taken, that the Formula Il class of racing is just not qoina to go:
that the real racing enthusiasts who have the skill, time, and money
will go for scale Formula I (formerly "Goodycar") racing; that the
experimenters and innovators will be especially happy in the Unlimited
Open class; and that there should be a "Sport Pylon" class for guys
who've never tried racing and want to find out what it's like hefore
they build a special airplane or try to hop up an engine to competition
standards, In the "Sport” class it ouaht to be the case that any stunt
or Sunday sport ship is eligible, and the problem is to define this
class in such a way that it excludes the specialty jobs without
excluding the honest entries, The theory is that no one is going
to race stunt ships for very long: if the speed bug bites him
after a sport race or two, he'll go for Formula I or Unlimited., The
present theory that he'll break into racing via formula II, since the
Formula II requlations guarantee that such ships will be a aood
deal more docile than Formula I, is unrealistic., To do well in
Formula II you have to build a ship that's worthless for anything
else; and since it's not the prestige class of racing that either
Formula I or Unlimited would be, you might as well find out whether
racing really interests you by racing in the Sport class., Then if
it does, you go for either or both of the prestige classes, and
Formula II gets bypassed.

After all, a well=-built Goodyear ship is touchy only on take-off
and landing; they groove extremely well; and those respects in which
they are touchy are not respects in which the beginner will get
experience from Feemula II. From these arauments we think the
San Gabriel group has a very strong case, and that they deserve our
support for the development of racing in the following classes:

Formula I (as at present)
Unlimited Open (10% at the root, straight-line taper,
wing area to engine size as stipulated by AMA)

Sport Pylon (stunt and sport ships only)




and maybe Formula II, as at present, if it generates
real interest, though it is hard to see
(given the other three classes) why it would,

Let's face it: 1in racing, speed is the name of the game. And there's
no reason to believe that fast unlimited ships, given the reasonable
wing-area-to-engine-size ratios as at present, are going to move any
faster or be any more dangerous than Formula I, Safety is a paramount
consideration, but it comes above all from running the race in accord
with AMA rules about spectator distance, race course well away from
pit area, etc., not from unenforceable rules about wing sections -=-

or if enforceable, at least very unreasonable in the judgment of a
large active segment of the racing community.

A NOTE ON JUDGING (unrelated to the above)

Wle have a contest coming up (May 17-18) where, though sponsored
by LAHMA, I assume we will have some part of the responsibility for
setting up the judging. This perennial problem cannot be solved,
at the one extreme, by saying "We'll be hard on everybody across
the board". That still doesn't get consistency, for the simple and
obvious reason that it is undiscriminating as between a really good
maneuver and a really bad one, Common sense and fair play dictate
that decent judging can aonly result from having every flier
do his thing in front of exactly the same set of rotated and
more or less equally discriminating judges. If even one judge
drops out for part of a round and someone sits in for him, and
even if the one who sits in is thoroughly gompetent, the equity
is destroyed.

We should therefore get our set of judges well in advance;
and they must agree to work a whole day right through three full
rounds; and to make that task bearable the club or the C.D. should
kake it known in advance that a decent Tunch will be provided for
the judges, that cold drinks or beer will be miraculously present
throughout their labors (better take it easy on the beer -~ that
might bias the later flights), and that chairs with umbrellas
will be provided. Under such conditions maybe people will volunteer,
and we can have a couple of training sessions to get proper
discrimination.
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CONTEST CALENDAR FOR

1969

DATE SPONSOR LOCATION EVENTS
APRIL
i S.F. VULTURES PACIFICA GLIDER
17=20 LVRC STARDUST HACE TRACK FORMULA I, II, OPEN RACES
26-27 SAN GABRIEL RC WHITTIER NARROWS FORMULA I, II, OPEN RACES
MAY
34 VALLEY FLYERS SEPULVEDA BASIN AMA SCALE (SAT.), VF SCALE (SUN)
17-18 VALLEY FLYERS/BIRDS SEPULVEDA BASIN SHOOT-OUT

2h=25 R.C. BEES SUNSLT BEACH GLIDER RACES
MAY 31 and =
JUNE 1 FRESNO RADIO MODELEARS MADERA AIRPORT FORMULA I, II, OPEN RACES(?)
JUNE
-8 SAN GABRIEL RC WHITTIER NAAROWS A, By, C/N, C/E, SCALE
15 CGARDEN GROVE RC MILE SQUARE WORLD WAR I SCALE

21-22 RANCHO CORDOVA MM FRANKLIN FIELD FAEESTYLE & BIPLANE

. SACRAMENTO
28-29 BAY AREA SOARING LIVERMORE GLIDKRS # ALL EVENTS
SOCIETY

28-29 RCM SEPULVEDA BASIN SCALE, SPECIAL EVENTS

JULY
5-6 SAN JOSE WAVERMASTERS SAN JOSE A, B, C/N, C/E, SCALE
1L-20 AMA WILLOW GROVE, PA, NATS
2627 PIONEERS SUNNYVALE KOSBY FLYING TOURNAMENT
AUGUST
2-3 VALLEY FLYERS SEPULVEDA BASIN FORMULA I, II, RACES
10 S.F. VULTURES HWY. 16 SACRAMENTO SEAPLANE HYDRO FLY=IN
16-17 SAN GABRIEL RC WHITTIER NARROWS FORMULA I, II, OPEN RACES
AUG, 30, 31, PIONEERS MADERA AIRPORT WESTCOAST CHAMPIONSHIPS
& SEPT. 1 A, B, C/N, C/E, SCALE
SEPTEMBE R
7 BIRDS LONG BEACH OPEN, BIPLANE RACES (MUFFLERS)
ik PCC HALF MOON BAY FLY-IN
20-21 PIONEERS TURLOCK WESTERN STATES PYLON CH/MPIONSHIPS

FOAMULA I, II, OPEN RACES

OCTOBER
l4=5 LVRC LAS VEGAS A, B, C/N, C/E, SCALE, AEROTHON
18-19 VALLEY FLYERS SEPULVEDA BASIN A, B, C/N, C/E

2526 SAN GABRIEL RC WHITTIER NARROWS FORMULA I, II, OPEN RACES
NOVEMBER

9 GARDEN GROVE RC MILE SQUARE WORLD WAR II SCALE

15-21 RCM TUCSON, ARIZONA A, B, C/N, C/E, SCALE, FORMULA I, II

#
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#

# #

"Experience is directly poproportional to equipment ruined.”
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